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ABSTRACT: The jades collected from Shimao site at Shenmu County in Shaanxi province have aroused great interests
since the 1970s. The discussion on the dates and archaeological context remain controversial for a long time. The analysis of ar—
chaeological background and ceramics features strongly indicates that the Shimao jades can be dated from the late Longshan pe—
riod and early Xia Dynasty and they were most likely created by the people of Xinhua Culture who were concentratedly dis—
tributed in northern Shaanxi north western Shanxi and southern Inner Mongolia. This can be further substantiated by the jades
and ceramics there were recently unearthed from Xinhua site 30 kilometres northwest of Shimao site. The technological and
stylistic comparison of jades from Shimao and Xinhua sites demonstrates an existence of a jade-use tradition in the Ordos regions

since the late Longshan Times.
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