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ANCIENT CHINESE SCISSORS
Yang Yi

Key Words: ancient times “¥”-shaped scissors double-sectioned scissors

The earliest scissors discovered so far in China are products of the Western Han

“

period. Chinese scissors evolved from the “¥”-shaped to the double-sectioned type,
going through a long historical course. Geographically, they were distributed over a
vast territory from Inner Mongolia and Liaoning in the north to Guangdong and Zhejiang
in the south, covering more than ten provinces and regions. Up to the present, over one
hundred scissors have been unearthed from tombs. They are ironware for an
overwhelming majority; only a few examples are copper, silver, lead or pottery
products. The early “¥”-shaped scissors are made of a long narrow piece of iron and
shaped by curving. In the late Eastern Han period, a roughly 8-shaped type came into
being. In the Northern Song period, there emerged double-sectioned scissors with the
two parts made “b”-shaped each and fastened in the middle by a rivet. Thus scissors got
a proper form for their function.

Iron scissors are practical implements necessary for everyday life. Their main
function is cutting and trimming with the sharp blade. Longer-handled shorter-bladed
scissors are appropriate for cutting harder things, while shorter-handled longer-bladed
ones, for cutting softer material. Iron scissors with the handle and blade equal in length

are indispensable domestic tools.



