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ABSTRACT: The multidisciplinary researches on the burial M13, a multiple collective secondary burial at

the Baligang Site of the Yangshao Culture in Dengzhou City, Henan Province, showed that there had been about 126

individuals collectively buried in this grave, the dates of death of which crossed at least 200 years; among them, at least

five individuals were from three maternal lineages, and the descent system of this group was patrilineal. The 138 pig

mandibles buried in this grave were from a painstaking collection for over 400 years. Compared with the statistic data

of the resident population in the Baligang settlement, it is estimated that the human bones of the secondary burial in this

grave were that of some dead residents in this settlement recovered and reburied as ceremonial objects. The collective

secondary burials as M13 would be the results of the reburying ceremonies held in the settlement once after another by

an interval of a time period.
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