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Abstract: Yuanming Yuan is located in the western part of the small plain of Beijing. Its ancient geomorphic environment
was affected by the ancient Qinghe River. Based on the analysis of the sediments and pores collected from the longitudinal
section in the area of Yuanming Yuan’s Palace gate, the topographic changes of this place since 4500 a.B.P. can be divided into
five phases: 4560a.B.P. ~ 3740a.B.P., the development of branch river channels; 3740a.B.P. ~ 3412a.B.P., the development of
floodplain; 3412a.B.P. ~ 2854a.B.P., the development of shallow lakes; 2854a.B.P. ~ 1749a.B.P., the development of lakes and
marshes;1749a.B.P. ~ 1196a.B.P., the development of floodplain.The ancient geomorphic environment had an impact on the water
sources of rivers and lakes in Yuanming Yuan as well as the way people built the site in Qing Dynasty. Besides, nearby scenery,
featured with paddy fields and lotus ponds, was also under the influence of the topographic surroundings like limnetic depression.
Present reconstruction of the relics of Yuanming Yuan should fully consider the changes and development of the ancient
geomorphic environment.
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