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ABSTRACT: In Central Asia, painted ceramic with zig-zag motifs were an important and distinctive group of ceramics

used during the 4th-3rd millennium BCE, or known as the II-IV phases of the Namazga culture. Ceramics with similar motifs

were also the hallmark of the Banshan phase of the Majiayao culture in prehistoric China during the second half of the 3rd

millennium BCE. This paper suggests that the widespread of painted ceramics with zig-zag motifs during the Banshan phase

of the Majiayao culture might have been the result of long-distance cultural interaction with the II-IV phase of the Namazga

culture in Central Asia.
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