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Turqouise Mosaic Dragon Board and Plaques from Erlitou Exhibiting the Icon of Xia Yu and
Wan Dancing

He Nu

Abstract: The turquoise mosaic dragon board from the Tomb 2002VM3 in the courtyard of the Palace Enclosure at
Erlitou site, might have served as the icon of King Yu (&) when it was embraced in one’s chest during the ceremony
in the shine. It could also work as the principle equipment of Wan Dancing ( H5 #E ) which was performed by the
musical officer in the shrine ceremony, combined with bronze bell and feather headgear. From the late of the Second
period to the Fourth period of Erlitou Culture, the turquoise mosaic plaques replaced the turquoise mosaic dragon
board, to act as the symbolic icon of King Yu, and the principle equipment of Wan Dancing. The archaic character of
Xia (& )depicted the profile of Wan dancer. Given this, the people of the Central State (' [E 2Z A ) who worshiped
King Yu by holding its icons, wearing feather headdress, and waving the turquoise mosaic dragon board or the turquoise
mosaic plaques to perform Wan Dancing, were considered as Xia people (B N ).

Key words: Turquoise mosaic dragon; Yu; Wan Dancing; Xia
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