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ABSTRACT: The seals and sealing system in West Asia experienced three developing stages. In the
second half of the 7th millennium BC, the earliest seals and sealing clays in the world occasionally appeared in
northern Levant, Upper Euphrates and Upper Tigris and were used to seal goods or record information. From
the end of the 7th to the mid 6th millennia BC, they spread to southeast Anatolia and the upper reach of Kabul
River. Meanwhile, broken sealing clays were used as receipts in public deposit. From the mid 6th to the mid 5th
millennia BC, northern part of West Asia could be divided into two regions according to distributions of seals of

different types. In the western region, there were mainly stamp seals, while in the eastern, pendants and amulets
were dominant. Marking goods and recording information became important functions of seals. The elements of
the Halaf and Ubaid Phenomena played important roles in the development of the seals.
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