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"Q1" Pan, "Q1" He and the Oath Ritual in the Western Zhou
Dynasty
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Abstract: This article interprets the inscriptions on "Qi" pan and "Qi" he excavated from Dahekou
M2002: Qi was prosecuted by Lady Ba Ji to Duke Mu for disobeying Duke Mu's order of giving her all
his servants. Duke Mu ordered Qi to take an oath that he should be obedient otherwise he would be
punished, fined and even driven out of the clan. Qi made the oath and recorded it on the pan and the he.
On the basis of the inscriptions, the current author points out that there should be three steps of the oath
ritual in the Western Zhou dynasty: the arbiter announces the oath content, the vower makes the oath,
and he confirms the oath and records it for future examination.
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