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Four Lokapalas  Early Buddhist Sculptures

ABSTRACT: In the cave temples, very few early lokapala statues have been found. In recent years, some

lokapala statues which might be carved in the Liang Dynasty of the Southern Dynasties Period are unearthed

in Chengdu area, the features of which have some differences from that of the lokapala statues of the northern

system found in Yutian (Keriya), Dunhuang and other areas; they have some similarities with the early lokapala

statues of the Northern Wei Dynasty, but also have some differences. The early lokapalas in the Buddhist

scriptures had only names and titles but no concrete figures; the archaeologically discovered lokapala statues

enriched our understandings to this motif.
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