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Abstract: In this paper, the subsistence economy related to the exploitation of animals during the early and middle
Neolithic Age (around 9000BC~5300BC) in the lower Yellow and Huai River plain is summarized and studied ac-
cording to the discovery and previous research of zooarchaeological data. During the early Neolithic Age in the lower
Yellow and Huai River plain the archaeological evidence of domestic animals has not yet been found, and the subsis-
tence economy is characterized by the predominance of hunting economy. The middle Neolithic Age witnesses the e-
mergence of domesticated animals (the dog and pig) and the low—level food production characterized by the consis-
tent predominance of hunting —fishing economy and less importance of animal husbandry. Generally, the early and
middle Neolithic Age in the lower Yellow and Huai River plain witness the intensified hunting —fishing economy and
the intensified exploitation of water animal resources. The subsistence characteristics varied in different local region
during the early and middle Neolithic Age, which were both shaped by the natural environment and climate fluctua-
tion and eventually determined by the human survival strategy, settled life and the cultural behavior pattern, etc.
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