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ABSTRACT: The terminus ante quem of the remains of the late stage of Phase IV of the Erlitou Culture

can be explored through the cross-references with the chronological rods of the cultures belonging to the Shang

Culture system based on the summarization of the characteristics of the pottery groups. Among the four sites with

typical remains of the late stage of Phase [V of the Erlitou Culture, the Qixian area has the earliest terminus ante

quem, followed by the Zhengzhou Shang City Site, and the Erlitou Site has the latest. During the Lower Erligang

Culture period, the characteristics of the Erligang Culture have appeared in the pottery groups of the Zhengzhou

Shang City Site and Yanshi Shang City Site, but the remains of the same period in the Erlitou Site still kept the

appearance of the late stage of Phase IV of the Erlitou Culture.
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