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Some Problems on the Tail of the Bird_ like Ornaments from the

Northern Dynasties to Tang Dynasty

Wang Ziqi

The tail of the bird — like ornament was a building part using in the two ridge ends of a roof in ancient

china architecture. We must make clear the content of the bird —like ornament, before we study the origin

of it. In fact the tail of the bird - like ornaments called by some scholars appeared in the Earstern Han Dy-

nasty, even the Western Han Dynasty were not the bird — like ornament we mentioned. The tail was origina—

ted from the foreface of the bird — like ornament during the North Dynasties, Sui and Tang Dynasties. As an

part of the roofing tiles, the production process of the bird — like ornament should be paid more attention.
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