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ABSTRACT: After the downfall of the Tang Dynasty, the Khitan-Liao Empire and the Five-Dynasties

and Northern Song Dynasty formed the second Northern and Southern Dynasties confrontation in the history of

Dongjing City of the Northern Song Dynasty

Forms and Layouts ~ Regulations and Modes

China. Also in this period, two systems appeared in the capital city planning: the “Shangjing Norm” of the Liao
Dynasty characterized by the H-shaped general plan and the “Dongjing Mode” of the Northern Song Dynasty
characterized by the [7]-shaped general plan. The “Shangjing Norm” is the materialization of the political
system of “ruling by the customs of the peoples being ruled” applied by the nomadic rulers from the northern
steppes when they were managing the empire with the Han people as the majority. This seemingly reflected the
ethnic discrimination of the nomadic ruling class at the beginning of the establishment of their empire. The capital
designing ideas of the Jin, Yuan and Qing Dynasties were all following this norm at the beginnings of their rules.

“Dongjing Mode” of the Northern Song Dynasty is the materialization of the “imperial sovereignty” idea
emphasized by the empires founded by the Han rulers, which seems reflecting the bureaucrat system with the
centralization as the characteristics. The designs of the Zhongjing (Central Capital) of the Liao Dynasty and the
Zhongdu of the Jin Dynasty were both simulations of that of the Dongjing City, which showed the trends of ethnic
convergence and unification. Moreover, the Dadu City of the Yuan Dynasty and the Beijing City of the Ming and

Qing Dynasties were the symbols of the formation of the unified multiethnic empire of China.
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