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ABSTRACT: The Qijiaping site is a large-scale settlement of the Qijia culture located in the Tao river valley in Gansu.
Our project team conducted a series of field walking survey, geo-physical survey, digital mapping, analysis of collected
survey artifacts, and targeted excavation at the site. All these methods and techinques were combined together in order to
enhance our understanding of the structure and nature of the site and, more importantly, to disclose the complexity of this
early Bronze Age settlement. Our preliminary results show that the entire Qijiaping site was internally divided into different
functional zones, including the residential zone, public cemetery zone, and ceramic craft-production zone. Also, tombs were
sparsely distributed in the residential zone. The latest progress not only facilitates our research on the settlement pattern of the
Qjiaping site within the interaction network of the Qijia culture but also demonstrates the potential of our multi-component

methodology in the archaeological research of the Tao river valley.
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