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Palace Museum Journal

On The Space and Function of Qingyin’ge Opera Tower of Yuanmingyuan
Imperial Garden and The Construction of The Qing Court Three-storey
Opera Tower

Zhang Long Wu Hanbing Zhang Zhiming Zhang Fengwu

ABSTRACT: The thesis explores Qingyin’ge Opera Tower for its changes in form and function from
Emperors Yongzheng (% 1) to Qianlong (7 [% ) reigns based on historical documents and images,
demonstrating the three-D theatre equipped with the flexible way-in and way-out via the three-storey
opera tower with lifting stage remains in the Yuanmingyuan imperial garden and the Forbidden City.
Moreover, it owes the construction of the three-storey opera tower in the Qing court to the three
aspects ---- for the demand of royal amusements, for the necessity of the grand celebrations and
festivals, for the replacement of the inflexible traditional stage.

KEYWORDS: Yangshi Lei (Lei-styled) architectural graphics and documents; opera tower; lift
stage; court performance

Yuezhou Porcelain and Yuezhou Kiln
Li Meitian

ABSTRACT: The classic of Tea (Cha Jing in Chinese pinyin) by Luyu of the Tang dynasty makes the
Yuezhou porcelain(ci) well-known to the public. But the Yuezhou porcelain(ci) mentioned by Luyu
who lived in the Tang times is of different concept from the archaeologically excavated Yuezhou
porcelain(ydo). The nature and color by which Luyu evaluated Yuezhou porcelain objects can also be
taken as reference to the exploration into the Yuezhou porcelain(yao) in archaeology. From the Eastern
Han Dynasty to the late Tang Dynasty, Yuezhou kiln(yao) went through two periods in Xiangyin site
and Changsha site successively before and after ‘Anshi Rebellion’ taking place in the 8™ century. The
Xiangyin kiln fired funerary vessels and colorless celadon objects for daily uses as its major products.
Such kind of delicate celadon wares remained fired till the period of Changsha kiln, which are
sometimes found in the higher-class tombs over the vast area along the Yangtze River and central and
northern China, and probably they were the very so-called porcelain(ci) porcelain in the eyes of Lu Yu.
The Changsha kiln emerging after the middle 8" century started innovating process and decoration
with high-temperature over-glazed celadon daily wares as the dominating products in the full-bodied
western and central Asia style. The products of Changsha kiln were marketed by shipment along the
waterway to the vast area along the Yangtze River from Hunan and Hubei Provinces to the central,
northern and southern China, and exported to the foreign countries and regions along the Maritime
Silk Road as the folk porcelain in the Sino-foreign trade and business of the Tang dynasty.

KEYWORDS: Yuezhou porcelain(ci); Yuezhou kiln(ydo); Changsha kiln(ydo); Tea; culture of
porcelain industry
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