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Abstract: Three pottery strainers, characterized by multiple holes in the closed spout, were unearthed at
Dahecun in Zhengzhou, Huizui in Yanshi and Yangshaocun in Mianchi, all in Henan province, dating to the
Late Yangshao and Early Longshan periods. Based on the analysis of starch granules and phytoliths in the
residues from the Huizui strainer, we argue that this vessel was used to filter fermented beverages made of
broomcorn millet and rice, and the brewing method was probably by use of germinated millet and rice for
saccharification. There are smoke traces on the external wall of the bottom, indicating that this vessel was
used for heating alcohol. These three vessels are the earliest alcohol strainers so far found in the Central
Plains, sometimes coexisting with elaborately crafted pottery cups. The sudden occurrence of these new
pottery types may have been by influence from the Dawenkou and Qujialing cultures. This phenomenon
reflects the emergence of a new way of alcohol drinking, resulting from intensified cultural exchanges and
development of social hierarchy around 5,000 years ago.
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