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A Preliminary Study on the Crystal Products of the Pre—Qin Period
TANG Jin—qiong

(Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100710)

Abstract: The development of crystal products during the pre—Qin times experienced two different stag-
es with the late Spring and Autumn as the dividing line. During the first stage, crystal wares were seldomly
produced and scattered widely. During the late Spring and Autumn period crystal products appeared in large
number in the northern regions. The most concentrated distribution is located in Linzi, the ancient capital
city of the Qi state, which is believed to be the core area of crystal usage in pre—Qin time. Mainly used as ac-
cessories, they became a popular type of ornaments during the Warring States. The late appearance of crystal
products is believed to be related to its physical properties and the processing techniques required to make
them.

Key words: pre—Qin, crystal; accessories; capital city of the Qi state of Linzi
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