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ABSTRACT: Figurine first appeared in the Upper Paleolithic of Europe, signaling remarkable changes in

the cognition and technology of modern humans. Early figurines in Europe may influence the emergence of it

in West Asia through population dispersal and cultural communication. In West Asia, figurines much increased

during the Pre-Pottery Neolithic, and carried new meanings in a new social-cultural context. Early figurines

in China may also be influenced by that in the western Eurasia. The symbolic systems involving figurines,

ritual space and special burial features played an important role in the establishment of cultural tradition and

the maintenance of social unity, and contributes to the formation of complex societies. On the other hand, the

symbolic culture has a regional diversity with different forms of expression and developing trajectories in the east

and the west of Eurasia.
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