A Systematic Study on Gold and Silver Container of Buddhist Relics
of the Song Dynasties
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Abstract: In the Song dynasty, the design and producing including the shape and decoration of gold
and silver have been completely sinicized, just as the evolution trend of gold and silver containers of
Buddhist relics. The region and era of the gold and silver containers of Buddhist relics discovered in
the underground palace of pagoda are definite, because there are devotees’ names and production date
inscribed on the containers or the deeds of making offerings recorded on the stone cases or tablets.
According to the present material objects, gold and silver containers of Buddhist relics were more
produced in the Northern Song dynasty, while most vessels and jewelry were made in the Southern Song
dynasty. As a part of the history of gold and silver ware, the techniques of forging and filigree represent
the characteristics of the Song containers of Buddhist relics and gold and silver jewelry. Therefore, these
materials of rich cultural information can also be considered as the specimens of the real objects in the
research on gold and silver ware. For example, the inscription of the Qibao Ashoka Pagoda recording
the details of the donation and cost is particularly valuable. The author makes a study according to the
investigation across the country in recent years.
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