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Askos: from the Mediterranean to Daxingcheng—Artistic Research on Askos

Found in the Sui Dynasty Tomb at Xi’an

Ge Chengyong

The glazed Hu vessel, found in the Shui Dynasty tomb at Xi’an in 2007, seems an evidence of the

‘wind’ blowing from the Mediterranean to ancient China. After observing the features and artistic style, this

paper points out that it is a Mediterranean Askos, a type of ancient Greek pottery. Further, this paper traces

the origin of Askos, and its related pottery that developed in the Mediterranean and during the Byzantine

Empire. The use and function of Askos and its spread in Eurasia are also investigated. Along with other

Askos found in China, an effort was made to reveal when and how this typical vessel style was introduced

into Chinese culture, and further to interpret the origin of the round —flat Hu vessels appeared in the

Northern, Sui, and Tang Dynasties. This also provides strong evidence of cultural communication and

interaction between China and the West along the ancient Silk Road.
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