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On the Newly Discovered Yi Zun Vessel and Yi Fangyi Vessel, with A Discussion on the
Decoration Style in Early Western Zhou Dynasty
Zhang Changping (Wuhan, Hubei 430072)

Abstract: Yi Zun Vessel and Yi Fangyt Vessel are a set of bronze vessels after the li gui vessel that
record King Wu of Zhou. The author of this paper thinks that most of the early Western Zhou bronze in-
scriptions use “king” as a general term to refer to the specific present king, and use “King Wu” as a
proper term to refer to the past King Wu. Therefore, the date of making these vessels should be during
the King Cheng’s reign. The major decoration styles of these two vessels indicate the end of ani-
mal-face beginning from early Shang Dynasty, while this set vessels innovate the ritual revolution in
middle Western Zhou.
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