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Abstract: Ceramic molds were crucial in casting bronze mirrors in ancient China, the making process of
which was the key in mirror—casting technique. Ceramic mirror molds unearthed at the Linzi City Site of the
Qi state show significant developments in comparison with those of the pre—Qin period. A lot of rice—husk
ashes was added during the making of the mirror molds. They were also baked at a comparatively high
temperature. The Linzi molds were of low—density texture and with a lot of pores, which were ideal for casting
mirrors and could be utilized for multiple times. In addition, the development of mirror—mold techniques,
especially the common application of motif- carving technique, contributed greatly to the mold quality and
artistic value. The developed technique also greatly improved mirror—casting efficiency.

Keywords: Linzi City Site of the Qi state, mirror mold, Han dynasty, mirror—casting technique
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