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Abstract:

initial stage of their introduction into China. According to this opinion, early dynasties in the Central Plains of

Previous studies argued that maces/mace heads only appeared in the Chinese borderlands in the

China did not accept the usage of maces or mace heads, which were of foreign origins. This article has
systematically studied maces/mace heads found in the archaeological sites of Henan, Shanxi, and Shaanxi
provinces. It is clear that these artifacts all came from high—level tombs in the capital areas of sandai,
“Three Dynasties.” Occupants of these burials include vassal state rulers, their spouses, senior officials,
military leaders or other high elites. It shows that some high—level social groups of sandai adopted maces and
juxtaposed them with bronze axes, as well as traditional ceremonial utensils in China (e.g., ritual bronzes).
These objects, all together, constituted symbols for kingship, royal power and status. This new view is of great
significance in broading our understanding of the early cultural exchanges between the East and the West.

Keywords: Central Plains, Three Dynastie, Mace/Mace head, Kingship, symbol, East—West cultural exchange
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