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The article Chinese appears

from page 066 to 083.

Palace Museum Journal

causes for the marks left on them ---- imprints at the mode’s edge, overlapped pattern, broken lines

and dislocated design, and above all, the broken-lined and dislocated pattern of the Dragon image on
the rectangular and triangular brick tiles, reaching the conclusion that the dragon reliefs are pressed
with the same set of stamp-mode which is composed of four parts of varied size and shape and
function. The complete process of the dragon stamping image covers three steps starting from the
head, body, then to the tail.

KEYWORDS: the Western-Han intaglio pictorial hollow brick of Luoyang; faulty pattern; mode

On The Burial Context and Function of the Human-Shaped Intaglio
Pictorial Hollow Brick in The Collection of British Museum

Huo Hongwei

ABSTRACT: The piece of Chinese human-shaped intaglio pictorial hollow brick of the Han dynasty
is judged by the research fellow of British Museum where it is housed to be unearthed in the city of
Zhengzhou, Henan of China. However, the analysis of the thesis reaches a different conclusion that it
should originate in Zhoukou, Xu Chang which lie to south of Zhengzhou, date back to the period from
the late Western Han to the early Eastern Han era, be unearthed around the late Qing dynasty and
after, then taken abroad to Britain in no later than 1940s. The human-shaped design is the symbol of
the deceased spirit. On the other hand, it works to support the wall and to ward off evil to ensure the
dead to be rest in peace.

KEYWORDS: British Museum; the human-shaped intaglio pictorial hollow brick pillar; burial
context and function; the late Western-Han to early Eastern-Han times
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