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ABSTRACT: By examining previous interpretations of the “Mural of Guests and Envoys” from the tomb

of Crown Prince Zhanghuai of the Tang Dynasty and conducting an in-depth study of the original painting and

historical documents, the author offers a fresh interpretation. The “Mural of Guests and Envoys” is a ritualized

image that represents the identity of Crown Prince Zhanghuai as royal supervisor rather than depicting a funerary

scene. The Tang officials depicted in the mural painting on the east wall are likely the Gentleman Attendant at the

Palace Gate (Huangmen Shilang), Vice Director (Zhongshu Shilang) and other officials of the Chancellery rather

than the officials of the Department of Diplomatic Reception (Honglu si). The officials depicted on the west wall

are likely the Vice Minister of Rites, the Director of the Bureau of Receptions and other officials of the Ministry

of Rites. The mural represents a ceremonial scene of tribute acceptance from foreign envoys and thus should be

named the “Mural of Foreign Envoys in Court.”
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