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Discovery of Bronze ge—Dagger with Iron yuan—Blade of the Shang Dynasty in Tomb M111 at
the Yejiashan Cemetery
Zhang Tianyu, Zhang Ji, Huang Fengchun, Chen Jianli
(Beijing 100871) (Wuhan 430077)

Abstract: A bronze ge-dagger with iron yuan-blade was unearthed from the tomb M111 at the Yeji-
ashan cemetery. Given the shape and form as well as the motifs, it is believed that the dagger was manu-
factured in the Phase II of the Yinxu Period. The dagger thus becomes the third bronze ge-dagger with
iron yuan-blade of the Shang Dynasty that was obtained through archaeological excavation, following
those found at the Taixi site in Gaocheng (Hebei Province) and the Liujiahe site in Pinggu (Beijing).
The dagger is also the earliest iron artifact discovered thus far in South China. The yuan-blade was made
of meteoric iron, an undoubtedly precious metal material at the time. It is suggested that the blade was
hammered first and then inserted in clay moulds for bronze casting, during which the other parts of the
dagger were cast and shaped. The discovery of the Shang bronze ge-dagger with iron yuan-blade at the
Yejiashan Cemetery may conform to the written record of fengi (the Zhou king bestowing highly pre-
cious items on the vassal states) for the Early Zhou period.

Keywords: bronze ge-dagger with iron yuan-blade, meteoric iron, the Yejiashan Cemetery
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