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PRELIMINARY STUDY OF THE ZULING MAUSOLEUM
OF THE LIAO DYNASTY

by
Dong Xinlin

The Zuling Mausoleum belongs to Yelii Abaoji, the founding emperor of the Liao
dynasty. Its construction and regulation are the pioneer of the Liao dynasty. Based on new
data from archaeological excavations and historical literature, this paper discusses the Liao
Zuling Mausoleum mode. Zuling Mausoleum was chosen after the death of Emperor Taizu
(Yelii Abaoji), and its site planning is based on the idea of geomancy, with obvious political
and ritualistic concepts. The natural ridge of the mountain is the wall of the mausoleum,
which is elliptical in shape and has only one entrance. The Zuling Mausoleum consists of
mausoleum towns, subordinate tombs, outside sacrificial monuments, steles and sacrificial
halls along the L.-shaped sacred way. The Xuangong. Mortuary Palace, located in the center
of the mausoleum, has a mound above. The Liao Zuling Mausoleum mainly inherited the
mode of the Tang dynasty, reflecting the reverence and emulation of the Khitan rulers to the
Han cultural traditions. At the same time, there are many innovations., demonstrating the
unique contribution made by the northern nomads in enriching the connotation and

identification of Han culture.
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