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ABSTRACT: The Ubaid culture was the headstream of Sumerian Civilization. The cultural variant of the
Ubaid culture formed in northern Mesopotamia during the 5" millennium BC and was named Northern Ubaid
culture. By analyzing the material culture from Tepe Gawra, including pottery, architecture, burials, and clay

objects, it is clear that the formation of Northern Ubaid culture underwent three different cultural processes. In the first

phase, Ubaid pottery-making and firing techniques were adopted by a small group of people in northern Mesopotamia.

In the second phase, the painted pottery and temples of the Ubaid culture were introduced and simulated proactively

by local society. In the third phase, local communities were forced to accept Ubaid religious rites and burial customs
aggressively promoted by the people from southern Mesopotamia. Through these processes, social relations in
northern Mesopotamia changed, which then catalyzed the improvement of the administrative system and the

emergence of theocracy. Ultimately, a new civilization emerged on the foundations of Northern Ubaid culture.
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