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Bronze Vessels with Inscribed Ornamentation

Wuyue Region

ABSTRACT: Through an analysis of iconography and the style of visual representation on bronze vessels

with inscribed ornamentation from the Eastern Zhou, this study reveals that the kind of bronze vessels that

originated in the Wuyue region and that a wholistic process of emergence, development, and disappearance can

be observed. Bronze vessels with inscribed ornamentation in the Wuyue region were intensively transmitted to

surrounding areas during the end of the Spring and Autumn period to the beginning of the Warring States. After

the vessels came to the Central Plains, local craftsmen fashioned simulations based on imported prototypes. The

same kind of bronze vessels from the state of Zhongshan, made under the influence from Central Plains and

western Liaoning mountainous areas in the cultural sphere of Yan, were probably imported having passed through

many hands via the Central Plains. In contrast, bronze vessels with inscribed ornamentation found in Chu, Qi and

other regions were likely imported sporadically.
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