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On the Conference Rite in the Early Zhou Dynasty
—A Discussion from Inscriptions on the Bao You—Wine Jar and Lizi Ding—Cauldron
Huang Yifei (Beijing, 100101)

Abstract: The inscriptions on the Bao you-wine jar and Lizi ding-cauldron recorded that the vassal
lords were convened by King Cheng of Zhou to the south of Mount Qi, with the conference rite as the
essence. According to the sexagenary cycle of the inscriptions, Duke of Zhou who was in charge of the
eastern area of the Zhou dynasty received vassal lords from the east on the yimao £, U day. The state of
Zeng was in the eastern area, so Marquis Jian of Zeng (Lizi Z2F) should have attended the reception.
Two days later, on the dingsi 1T B day, King Cheng of Zhou held a conference with the vassal lords,
while before it there were two important rituals— “dasi” XL and “dayou” KH#f. Dasi is to offer sacri-
fices to heaven and earth, dayou is to offer sacrifices to the gods of four directions, which can be corrob-
orated with “The Audience” [Jinli #14L] in Etiquette and Rites [Yili {{*L]. After two days, on the wuwu
J%F day, King Cheng of Zhou encouraged and praised Marquis Jian of Zeng, and rewarded him a white
bull to offer sacrifice to his father—the founder of the state of Zeng—Bo Shi 1[1i&. Chang H{ is to show
Marquis Jian’s dignity. Bo Shi was the first noble receiving a white bull, earlier than Duke of Zhou. On
the jiwei T K day, King Cheng of Zhou hosted a banquet and recognized many vassal lords. The in-
scribed procedure of the conference rite is clear and detailed, which is of great scholarly value for a
deeper understanding of the early Zhou conference rite.

Keywords: Conference, Reception, Dasi, Dayou, honor a white bull to show dignity
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Conjugating Broken Bamboo Strips Published in Han Dynasty Wooden Slips from Jianshui
Jinguan (V)
Yao Lei (Xinyang 464000)

Abstract: Han Dynasty Wooden Slips from Jianshui Jinguan (IV ) presents newly discovered docu-
ments of the Han Dynasty and is therefore highly valued. By examining the plates and interpretations of
texts on bamboo slips in the book, the present paper suggested that texts on ten bamboo slips can be
conjugated together, including: 73EJT37:153+269, 73EJT37:468+925, 73EJT37:896+903, 73EJT37:
1182+490+8, 73EJT37:1245+383+409, 73EJT37:1258+1291+1392, 73EJT37:1361+1353+1358, 73E-
JT37:1391+883, 73EJT37:1482+1010, 73EJT37:1251+1328. Reasons for the proposed conjugation and
relevant issues were also discussed.

Keywords: Han Dynasty Wooden Slips from Jianshui Jinguan(IV ), broken bamboo strips, conjugation
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