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Abstract: Front yard and front porch are two basic spaces in front of the caves. From the
perspective of construction, front yard is an open space formed in the stage of mountain-cutting,
and front porch is a half-open space built in front of the main chamber in the stage of cave-digging.
Front yard is composed of main wall, side wall and platform, which jointly reflect the construction
scale and the mountain conditions before the excavation of the cave. As for the Northern Dynasties
caves, front porch was normally constructed with an eave to imitate wooden structure, however
only a relatively simple form is find in Longmen Grottoes, which does not comprise columns, only
eaves. In Tang Dynasty, concave-shaped front space was more common, and because it contains no
wooden structure element, it is easy to ignore its connection with the wooden-structure-imitating
front porch of the Northern Dynasty.

However, analysis of the construction process of the concave-shaped front space suggests
that it was deliberately excavated after the formation of the main wall during the mountain-cutting.
Moreover, the cases of Tianlongshan Grottoes show the evolution from the wooden-structure-
imitating cave eave to the concave-shaped front space, which reveals that the latter is a simplified
and imagery expression of the former. The concave-shaped front space emerged in the caves of the
Northern Wei Dynasty in Longmen, and was occasionally seen in other grottoes of the same period.
In the Tang Dynasty It became popular.

From the functional point of view, both the front yard and front porch play the role of space
transition and introduction, and the two spaces were gradually arranged into the overall plan of the
setting of statues and the arrangement of worship. In addition, the front porch also functioned as
shelter.

On the whole, the simplified front porch space was widely adopted in Longmen from the
Northern Wei Dynasty to the Tang Dynasty, which was a special phenomenon compared to
Yungang, Xiangtangshan, Tianlongshan and Maijishan Grottoes. It shows that the development
of the front space of the grottoes did not directly correspond to the development of wooden
architecture and the evolution of the Sinicization of grottoes. From this point of view, Longmen
Grottoes is an unique case, which notifies us the diversity of grotto construction and the complexity
of historical background.

Key Words: Longmen Grottoes, front yard, front porch, Cave eave imitating wooden
structure, Concave-shaped front space
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