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Abstract : This paper is a study of the cultural development during the Phase IV at Yinxu, last Shang capital, on the basis
of the analysis of archaeological materials including the amount of burials from different phases (and estimates of population
size),the amount and scale of residential buildings, bronze casting industry, and the extent of urban settlement. It argues that

there is no indication of the decline in social complexity during the Phase IV; instead, the development at Yinxu reached

its unprecedented apex in all aspects, and the capital was a flourishing metropolis then.
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