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Abstract : The Maojiazui cultural complex, found in northeastern Hubei, is defined by the wooden architecture at
Maojiazui and the bronze cache at Xinwuwan. This complex was believed to be of early Western Zhou in previous
studies. This paper suggests that it corresponds to late Shang, specifically late Phase II to Phase IV of the Yinxu pe-
riod. The Maojiaozui complex is of an independent archaeological culture, comprising two major components, namely

the local as represented by pottery li —vessels of Type C, and the Shang epitomized by the pottery and bronzes of

Shang style. As far as the political organization is concerned, it should be considered as part of the Shang state.

Key Words : Site Maojiazui;Site xinwuwan; Bronze hoard;Shang Dynasty culture
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