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The Early Stage of the Dingyao Kiln
Qin Dashu et al.

The early stage of the Dingyao kiln refers to its production in the period of the pre— Northern Song
Dynasty. This paper is based on the archaeological material found in the Beizhen kiln site, integrated
with other kiln remains from the Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties in the Jianciling area, and offers
a comprehensive summary about the early production in Dingyao. The products from the early stage of
Dingyao were mainly the white glazed (including fine white, extra fine white, medium white, and slipped
white), but also included porcelains decorated with a green yellow glaze, a fine black glaze, or a coarse
black glaze, as well as some lower temperature glazed pottery. Fine white glaze porcelain were the main
products of the Dingyao kiln in the early era. Based on the excavation of the kiln, unearthed materials
from remains such as tombs, and historical primary resources, this paper argues that Dingyao began
porcelain production in the later period of the mid Tang Dynasty and developed initially in the mid to
late Tang Dynasty. After its speedy development in the end of Tang Dynasty to the early Five Dynasties,
Dingyao reached the first peak of its production in the late Five Dynasties when the unique traditional
techniques and style of its products were formed. The development of the early stage of Dingyao had a

strong influence on white porcelain production in both south and north of China.
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