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ABSTRACT: Yazhang blade was a characteristic type of jade objects that were used during the period of the Xia
Dynasty by the Xia ethnic group. There are more than 40 locations where the discoveries of yazhang blades were reported,
covering the time frame from 1850 to 476 BCE. In this assemblage, the yazhang blades that dated to the Xinzhai phase and
show primitive forms were the earliest examples from the Central Plain. The yazhang blades that were found beyond the
Central Plains during the Erlitou perod might have been transmitted from the Central Plains within the limited time range
between 1600 and 1530 BCE. This paper suggests that the transmission might have been related to the dawn of the overthrow
of the Xia dynasty and the related removal of the Xiashe (Ancestory temple of the Xia). Later the Sanxingdui culutre inherited
the tradition of using yazhang blades from the Central Plains, and transformed the jade objects into one element of the ritual

paraphernalia for royal sacrificial ceremonies.
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