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Exploratory Analysis on Chinese Alligator Remains from Yellow
River Valley during the Longshan Period

Gao Jiangtao
( Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: The sites of the Taosi, Qingliangsi in Shanxi Province, the Shimao in Shaanxi
Province, and the Yinjiacheng, Xizhufeng, Dingcun in Shandong Province, all found bone-
pieces of Alligator during the Longshan period in the Yellow River Valley. The bone-pieces
of Alligator contained more pieces, Which should be alligator skin covered wooden drum
(tuo drums). and Alligator scutes from single to more than ten pieces, which may be a special
purpose alligator skin or Alligator leather products. Bone scutes of Chinese Alligator generally
appear in high-grade tombs and are owned by very wealthy or high-ranking people. They
become important rituals and have formed stricter regulations in use. The combination of tuo
drums and their chime stone continued to the Shang and Zhou dynasties, and they are still as
unique implements for the princes.

Key words: Yellow River Valley, Longshan Period, alligator scutes, musical and Ritual relics



