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ABSTRACT: Based on systematic analysis of unearthed funerary clay coins from the Warring States through

the Qin and Han dynasties, this study conducts comprehensive research on three categories of clay funerary money,

including clay gold plates, clay disk-shaped gold ingots, and clay coins. These categories are compared in terms of

their typology, manufacturing techniques, chronology, spatial distribution, surrounding contexts, and tomb types

from which they were excavated. This study suggests that clay funerary money appeared during the late mid-Warring

States and was mainly distributed in Chu cultural centers through the late Warring States. The distribution of clay

funerary money immensely extended into Chu territories and occasionally appeared in other regions during the early-

middle Western Han period. The typology of funerary money varies accordingly with their realistic counterparts.

Mortuary characteristics of clay funerary money indicate that they were likely part of Chu culture funerary customs.
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