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ABSTRACT: Polychrome pottery is the most important emblem of high social status in the Taoshi culture. Pan basin
with painted coiled dragon, for instance, was only seen in the highest-rank tombs at the Taosi site. Polychrome pottery with
relatively complicated motifs were also only found from the highest and second-rank tombs (including the Jia and ¥i types).
Yet, those complicated motifs on Au jars, ping jars, and pen basin from the cemetery have not been studied in great depth.
Thus, this paper presents the latest study of those motifs to mitigate the issue. This paper proposes that those geometric
motifs represent various types of bird motifs. The tradition of using bird motifs could be traced back to the Hongshan culture,
Yangshao culture-Miaodigou type, and Songze culture. The author suggests that the bird motifs from Taoshi were influenced
by the Miaodigou type on the one hand and, on the other hand, showed connections with the Liangzhu culture, Dawenkou

culture, and Majiayao culture-Banshan type.
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