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Bronze Mirror Casting Technology in Han Dynasty and Related Issues: A Case Study with
Han Dynasty Mirrors Unearthed at Ancient City of the Qi State in Linzi
ZHAO Na, LANG Jianfeng (Ji’nan, Shandong 250100)

Abstract: It was during the Han Dynasty that bronze mirror gained unprecedented attention and de-
velopment. The discoveries of cast bronze mirrors of the Han Dynasty, for quite a long time, were limit-
ed, thus a barrier to studying bronze mirror casting technology. Great breakthrough was made since the
end of the 20" century when large quantities of casting moulds as well as a few workshops for bronze
mirror production were unearthed at Qiguo Gucheng (Ancient City of the Qi State) in Linzi. The paper
here presents a case study on Han Dynasty bronze mirrors unearthed from Qiguo Gucheng and investi-
gates a few interrelated issues including material use, casting technology, and man-made modifications,
for the purpose of shedding light on bronze mirror casting technology in Han Dynasty.

Keywords: Han Dynasty, Qiguo Gucheng (Ancient City of the (i State), bronze mitror casting

moulds, casting technology, man-made modifications
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