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ABSTRACT: Excavation methods at the Zhoukoudian site first prioritized paleontological and

paleoanthropological fossils, later remains of ancient human behavior such as stone artifacts, then the stratigraphic

context of artifacts as well as the ability of early humans to use fire. Popular scholarly topics brought about by

changes in research paradigms have promoted the improvement of excavation methods at the Zhoukoudian site.

These changes also reflect the history of the development of Chinese Paleolithic archaeology.
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