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ABSTRACT: The chronology and hierarchy of late Shang tombs on both sides of the Taihang Mountains

to the north of the Anyang region can be studied through researching their grave goods, tomb types, and cemetery

layout. The burial customs and cultural identity of these tombs are close to those present in Anyang. Therefore,

these tombs buried with bronzes on both sides of the Taihang Mountains at various distances from Anyang largely

emulate the Shang ritual system, the regional environment being controlled by the Shang Dynasty. Meanwhile,

inter-microregional variations also exist. This pattern reflects the general governing system of the Shang Dynasty,

even the form of the late Shang state. Nuanced differences in grave goods and burial customs reflect local modes

of governance and ethnicities.
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