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Abstract ; The Shang, according to historical texts, oracle bone inscriptons and archaeological evidence, was a hierar-
chical society of several classes, including kings, nobles, commoners, and slaves. The rank and wealth of different
classes are substandally differenc. The examination of two lineage —based cemeteries at Xiaomintun South and
Dasikongecun Southeast in the Yinxu capital site reveals that the majority are commoners, accounting for more than
two —thirds of the total population. There were a very few high —level nobles, a few middle —level nobles, a small
number of low—level nobles, and not many slaves. This is consistent with previous findings at Yinxu's other lineage—
based cemeteries. It may be concluded that the social system at Yinxu was dominated by commoners, with a rela-
tively small proportion of royals, nobles, and slaves. It does not seem appropriate to label the Shang as a slave soci-
ety. The Shang society was hierarchical, with the king at the top and the majority of the population under the di-

rect rule of princes and petty elites.
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