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Abstract ; in the late Shang Dynasty, the big round tipod with animal face pattern was not only huge in shape and
obvious in pattern, but also had a special position in the tomb, and only one piece was unearthed, which should
play a very important role i the social life and funeral etiquette activities at that tme. In the early Western Zhou
Dynasty, the big round tripod with animal face pattern was also more common, and the use of regulation extended
from Yin ceremony. This kind of big round tripod with animal face pattern is mostly named as after itself. Ac-
cording to this, this kind of big round tripod should be the utensil of cooking animal body, which has the same
function and name as the super large round tripod in the tombs of high —ranking nobles in the Eastern Zhou Dy-
nasty .

Key Words ; The late Shang Dynasty ; The early Western Zhou Dynasty ; Bronze vessel; The big round bronze tripod

with animal face pattern ; Social institutions
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