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ABSTRACT: Through marshaling textual and archaeological data, this article explores issues related to the system of
‘zhiyuanyi’ (establishing mausoleum towns) during the Western Han period. Specifically, the author explores the identities of
those who ordered to set up yuanyi mausoleum towns and related issues, including the scale, management, and abolishment
of yuanyi mausoleum towns. This article argues that, in addition to kings, other elite members who owned yuanyi mausoleum
towns were primarily royal relatives, including empress dowagers, and parents of empresses. Nonetheless, the size of
yuanyi mausoleum towns owned by the latter group was often comparable to those owned by kings, with an fief of 200-300
households. The yuanyi mausoleum towns surrounding Chang’an were managed by the Taichang officers, while those beyond
the capital was assigned to local commandery or county. The yuanyi mausoleum town system lasted from the beginning
of Western Han through the reign of Emperor Yuandi, which was more or less contemporary with the lingyi system. As an
important component in the royal funeral system, zhiyuanyi represents not only the respected idea of filial piety during the

Han period but also a political strategy to underscore the unique role of empress dowagers and empresses.
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