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ABSTRACT: Ticou (“gathered ends”) refers to a form of tomb construction mainly characteristic of Han
Dynasty high-ranking burials. The inner structure of ficou tombs evolved through the Western and Eastern Han
periods. Ticou tombs went through a thorough developmental trajectory: during the Western Han period, ticou
tombs consisted of nothing but a burial structure with multiple layers of coffins stacked one inside the other.
A space for offerings and libations was compartmentalized inside the inner burial chamber during the mid-
Western Han. During the Eastern Han period, the structure of ticou tombs evolved from vertically stacked layers
of inner and outer coffins to horizontally compartmentalized front and rear chambers. In the latter case, the front
chamber was an independent space for offerings and libations. This study also suggests that the inner structure
of ticou tombs, such as the bianfang (inner chamber of bian wood) and outer chamber, should be investigated

diachronically according to the aforementioned developmental trajectory.
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