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Preliminary Study on the Group of Glazed Pottery Figurines Unearthed from Houtoushan Tang
Tombs in Nanjing, and Also on the Nature of the Mao Family Tombs

Lin Zeyang
Chen Dahai

In 2016, the Nanjing Municipal Institute of Archaeology excavated three Mao family’s tombs of the
Tang Dynasty in Houtoushan, Tiexingiao Street, Yuhuatai District, Nanjing City. The significant gain of this
excavation is the unearthed complete sets of glazed pottery figurines and various funerary models; and four
types are included: tomb guardians, ceremonial figures, servants, as well as animals and funerary models.
All of them have porous white porcelain clay bodies and bluish—yellow lead—glazed on the exterior. After
comparing, this group of figurines’shapes, combinations, and production techniques are highly similar to
the artifacts unearthed in the Luoyang area. The structure and buried glazed pottery figurines of the
Houtoushan Tang tombs embody typical characteristics of the two capital areas (Luoyang and Chang’an) ,
which are apparently different from the early Tang tombs in the Jiangnan area. This situation may reflect
the willingness of the Mao family in Nanjing in the early Tang Dynasty, who desired to bond closer to the

political center through funeral activities.
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