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An Overview of the Development of Turquoise Objects and Their Ritual Significance in
Ancient China
ZHANG Changping (Wuhan, Hubei 430072)

Abstract: Turquoise objects and jade share similar physical properties and social meanings, and
both serve as representative elements of traditional Chinese culture. The present paper argues that the
development of turquoise objects in ancient China underwent four stages of development, which were
characterized by the use of a string of beaded objects, ritual objects, roughly decorated objects, and fine-
ly decorated objects, respectively. The early development strongly emphasized the ritual significance of
turquoise objects while the later development paid more attention to the gem nature of turquoise. The
turquoise dragon and plaque ornaments unearthed at the site of Erlitou were used as ritual objects, and
so were the objects with animal face motifs, a practice that continued into the middle Shang period. The
decorative nature of turquoise is noticed on ritual objects of the early states and in the meanwhile, the
ritual significance is also noticed in turquoise objects serving other purposes.

Keywords: turquoise; the process of development; technology; ritual significance
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