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A Study of the Sarcophagus of Hu Lian Couple of the Northern

Song Dynasty in Anqiu, Shandong

Yang Xu
Zheng Yan

The sarcophagus of Hu Lian and his wife preserved in the Anqiu Museum in Shandong Province is

known so far as a relatively rare house—shaped burial receptacle of the Northern Song Dynasty. The tomb

age and owners are confirmed, and the production time of the sarcophagus is seven years earlier than the

Yingzao Fashi that was published in 1103 CE. In this paper, the authors try to apply the wooden

architecture surveying methods to fine measure and survey the sarcophagus; based on it, analyze the

sarcophagus under the contexts of both above—ground architecture and underground burial receptacle. The

imitation wood structures of the sarcophagus such as the four—tiered bracket sets on columns, corner

doukoutiao (single projection at the cap block) , round minban (bearing pad) -like component, and

fubigong (bracket—arms and joists piled up within the wall plane) reflect many architectural practices in

the 11th century and earlier. However, there is a lack of consideration of the modular system and scale

standards following the wooden architecture principles. In addition, figures and inscriptions carved on the

surface of the sarcophagus also embody significant academic value.
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