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ABSTRACT: Based on coordination of recent archaeological discoveries and archaeological archives,

this study delineates the developmental trajectory of the settlement at the Laoniupo site from the late Yangshao

through the late Shang periods from the perspective of settlement archaeology. This study preliminarily
analyzes three functional divisions of Shang period settlements, including elite architectural areas, cemeteries
for noblemen, and craft workshop areas, and demonstrates the role of the Laoniupo site as the regional core

settlement in the Guanzhong region during the Shang period. Taking geomorph as a point of departure, alongside
investigations into macro- and micro-geomorph, this study also discusses how the geographic context and
geomorphological factors affected settlement location, development and intra-settlement functional division,

providing a new perspective for research on the Laoniupo site.
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