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Abstract: Figurines and animal worship made a major theme in the Neolithic jade artifacts in China. From
the late Hongshan period to the Longshan period (about ¢. 3500-1700 BC), human beings were increasingly
linked to animals in the cosmology then, which led to the increase in visual expressions of the fusion and
transformation between humans and animals. In this process, the eyes, fangs, wings and crowns made the
most symbolic features, which reflected the worship of and the aspirations to obtain the natural power of
animals.

Keywords: Prehistoric jade, Jade figurine, Jade animal, Animal worship
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